An overview of the Holy Spirit
and spiritual gifts.
Everyone is filled with the Spirit when they are baptized into Christ.
(Acts 2:3 7,38) T he prom ised Spirit, not th e gifts of the Spirit, is part of the gift of
God. Since baptism is the point where we are buried into Christ and we are raised like
he was raised...baptism is not optional. (Romans 6:3,4) We cannot be baptized into
something unless we are outside of that something. (I Peter 3:21; Galatians 3:27;
Colossians 2:12)
Without the Spirit it is impossible to be saved (Romans 8:9), so we cannot be
saved without water baptism because baptism is where we receive the indwelling of
the Spirit.
Not everyo ne received on e of the gifts of the Ho ly Spirit, so the gifts are not a
salvation issue. In the case of Cornelius (Acts 10) some received the ability to speak
in tongues (languages) before they were saved.
The ability to speak in tongues (languages) is not a sign to believers, it is a sign
to unbelievers. (I Corinthians 14:22) If the bible is "God-breathed and useful for
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God
may be thoroughly equipped for every g ood w ork.", why do we need any additional
signs. Can we tell the unbeliever something different from what the New Testament
teaches? If the unbeliever does not understand what is being said, tongues have no
value in teaching.
The Spirit intercedes for us, without the gift of tongues (Romans 8:26,27), so
the gifts were not essential for this blessing. Unless one has the gift of interpretation,
one c anno t kno w if w hat is said is truth . The witn ess o f histo ry tells us th at ec static
langu age w as a p opu lar pra ctice of pa gans of tha t time . Unin telligib le lang uage wou ld
be no thing unus ual...o r partic ularly effec tive. T ong ues w ere lan guag es th at pe ople
recognized as their own languages (Acts 2:1-12), not the special language of God or
unintelligible gibberish.
If a person had the gift of Speaking in tongues (languages) he was to control
the g ift. He was to sp eak in an or derly man ner, s o tha t if an u nbelie ver c ame in
he/she w ould not th ink the spe aker w as out of h is mind (cra zy).
Man y peo ple go t o Rom ans 8 :25-2 7 as a p roof-te xt for sp iritual gifts t oday . In
reading the context we see that his is not a discussion of spiritual gifts. Paul is talking
about th e hope w e have th rough th e indwe lling of the Sp irit which is so methin g every
Christian possesses.
How about the plain statement of Paul in I Corinthians 13:8? "Love never fails.
But where there is prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues they will be
stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away." One thing is sure , wh en th is
ceasing, stilling and passing away w as to happen , faith, hope and love w ould be left.
This had to be befo re the sec ond co ming o f Jesus, b ecause when Jesus re turns there
will be no faith and hope...they will be turned into reality.
There is an interesting s tateme nt in Jude 3. "Dear frien ds, althou gh I wa s very

eager to write to you about the salvation we share, I felt I had to write and urge you
to conte nd for the faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints." The writer of
the book of Jude was able to write, through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, that the
gospel had been delivered once for all. In Galatians 1:8, Paul says "But even if we or
an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached, let him
be eternally condemned." What was already taught was all that was needed for
salvation.
Since the scriptures are God-breathed, complete and thoroughly equip me...and
the Spirit of God lives in the temple of my body helps in my weakness and intercedes
for me...what am I missing? Speaking in a language I have not learned does not make
me better. Prophecying does not add anything to the message I already have revealed
through scripture.
The Bereans were called noble because of their willingness to search the
scriptures to make sure Paul was teaching the truth. (Acts 17:11) This is all any of us
can do!
It is very important to remember that when I Corinthians was written the
spiritual gifts had not acco mplis hed t heir p urpo se, so Paul encouraged believers to
use their gifts in an orderly manner. (14:26-40). Paul plainly tells the Corinthians that
the gifts of tongues, prophecy and knowledge would pas s away. W hen were the gifts
to pass away?
I Corinthians wa s written in about 5 5 A.D. Th ere is no men tion of spiritual gifts
in II Corinthians which was written less than a year later. In fact, the only other
mention of Spiritual gifts that I know of after I Cor. 12-14 is in the historical account
of the giving of gifts...found in Hebrews 2:1-4 and Ephesians 4:11. In Hebrews we
understand the purpose for the gifts...they were a testimony to the words spoken.
Ephesians was written about three years after the Corinthians letters, and Spiritual
gifts were still operative.
For some reason, the issue o f Spiritual gifts became a non-issue after abo ut
58-6 0 A.D . By th e tim e Pau l's Let ters to Tim othy wer e wr itten (6 4 A.D .), he c ould
write that the Scripture s were com plete..."so that the man of God may be thoro ugh ly
equipped unto all good works." (II Timothy 3:16,17) There was no further need for
gifts...to confirm the spoken word.
This e mot ional is sue is very simila r to be liefs ab out b aptis m. T he B ible cle arly
teaches that we are save d at the po int of being b uried in w ater (baptism ), not before
baptism. (Romans 6:3,4) In fact, I Peter 3:21 plainly states that baptism saves us.
But, many people do not accept this idea because they have experienced salvation
withou t baptism .
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